
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARENT FORUM OF BRAMLEY GRANGE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Held at the School at 9:00am on Friday, October 14th 2016

IN ATTENDANCE
Mrs J Clarke (Chair)
Mr M Chitiyo
Mrs L Gaunt
Miss L Ellis
Ms S Peacock
Mrs S Inugala
Ms S Brown
Ms S Boynton
Miss K Lunn

APOLOGIES
None

1.WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance. A parent
indicated that they would not be able to stay for the duration of the meeting and the Chair
asked if there were any items that the parent would like to raise before having to leave. The
parent indicated that she wished to discuss morning jobs.

1.1Morning Jobs

The reference to these morning jobs was in F2 and Y1. It was felt that although morning jobs
could be a really useful tool for both parents and pupils, they were not very productive due to
the  limited  time  period  in  which  parents  and  pupils  had  to  perform  the  morning  task,
particularly when the parent had 1 or more children to drop off in the morning and see to both
their morning jobs. The schools doors open at 8:50am and officially close at 9:00am, with
only 2 children, this leaves 5 minutes per child, when the morning job is only one of many
things that a parent needs to accomplish when getting their children into class. It was the
general feeling of the group that they would love to spend time with their children in the
morning, doing these tasks, but not under the pressure of having less than 5 minutes in which
to do it. There was also the acknowledgement that not all parents could be available to do
these tasks with their children in the morning due to work commitments and had sympathy
for children who had to perform the task without the help of their parent/carer.

There also did not appear to be any follow up or checking of the morning job which seemed
to render it ineffective.

The group did acknowledge that the morning job was not compulsory, but it was felt that
children got very upset if majority of class was doing them and they weren't.

Another parent had a different view and indicated that she felt the morning jobs very useful
and interesting, as you were able to see the progress of your child's learning and was also a
nice  period  of  time to  spend with  your  child.  The Chair,  having the  same concern  with



morning jobs, commented that a recent discussion with her child's class teacher was very
insightful, in that the teacher explained that the morning job was an indication of something
that the child would have been learning, either that week, or even the day before and was
therefore used as a tool to feedback to parents and carers about what the children had been
learning in class. This fact did give parents more confidence in the morning task and see more
value in it, but majority of the group still felt that it added unnecessary stress to morning
drop-off.

Possible solutions provided by the group included:

1.Substitute the morning job with children taking a book and reading on the carpet – however
it was acknowledged that it would be a shame to do away with the morning job altogether as
some parents found real value in the morning job
2.In order to reduce bottlenecks in the classroom, as well as, reduce the number of people in
the classroom and heading to the lockers all at one time, it was suggested that perhaps the
class  was split  into  2 groups.  The groups could  alternate  days  that  they performed their
morning jobs – group 1 doing Monday, Wednesday and group 2 doing Tuesday, Thursday.
The group not performing the morning task could take a book and sit on the carpet. This
would mean that half the parents could leave the class earlier and there would be more space
around the tables for parents and children performing the morning class to sit. Children doing
the morning task could then attend to putting things in their locker after the carpet group had
done so.
3.A letter could be sent out from the school or each class teacher explaining the morning task,
the purpose of it, the benefit of it and what is expected of pupils, teachers and parents in the
process. A better understanding may ease frustration.

The meeting resumed its normal course once this item had been discussed.

School Comments: The purpose of morning jobs is to communicate with parents
around  what  children  are  learning  in  class.  Activities  are  often  related  to
something  children  have  already  learnt  in  class.  It  gives  teachers  the
opportunity to check children’s learning. Please do not worry if you are unable to
stay and do these with your children. Classroom doors do open at 8.45am giving
parents 15 minutes to do these with their children as the gates do not close
until 9.00am. The nursery door will now open at 8.40 to resolve issues around
crowding in the cloakroom and to assist those parents who have older children
to drop off.
If parents have other children to drop off a suggestion would be to children off
then pop back to see how they are doing, we do like to encourage the children to
become more independent as they progress through school. Teachers will help
children  if  they  are  struggling.  This  has  been  communicated  via  October’s
newsletter. We will discuss the ideas suggested thank you.
 

1.2 Introduction and Purpose of Meeting



The Chair introduced herself and explained that she was a parent governor on the Advisory
Body of the school. The Chair explained that the purpose of the Forum was to get ideas and
suggestions flowing between the school and its’ parents in order to make all pupils experience
at school more valuable than it already was. As this was the first meeting it was noted that it
would be more informal, as everyone was still getting a feel for what the meeting was all
about. It was explained that minutes would be taken and made available to all parents, not
just those attending the meeting, either by means of putting them on the website or by means
of circulation via email (the Chair was not sure exactly which option would be taken).

The Chair said that the meeting was designed to give feedback to the parents and this was one
of the main reasons why persons wishing to attend the meeting were asked to submit agenda
items in advance of the meeting, to enable the necessary enquiries to be made and answers
could be given at the meeting rather than being told that the Chair would ‘get back to you’,
the meetings could be more constructive if conducted in that manner. The Chair also gave
examples of really positive ideas discussed and implemented by the school as a result of prior
parent forum meetings run at the school.

The meeting then went on to discuss items submitted for discussion in the meeting, both from
the school and from parents.

2. GENERAL UPDATE TO PARENTS/CARERS

2.1 Fundraising

The  Chair  indicated  that  the  school  had  had  various  fundraising  setups  in  the  past,  and
currently had no fundraising committee as such.  The Chair  advised that  Mrs  Abbott  had
always been in charge of this in the past and continues to be and that the school was hoping to
develop a fundraising committee.

The Chair advised that the first fundraising meeting will be held on 20 October 2016 9:00am
to 9:30am (but was unsure of the venue), all parents should have received a text in this regard
(although, it was noted later on in the meeting that some parents had trouble receiving texts
from the  school),  the  day before  the  Parent  Forum meeting.  The  Chair  encouraged  any
members of the group who were available to go along to the meeting to see what it was about
and whether fundraising was something they were interested in or could help out with. At
least one parent indicated they would be interested in this. The Chair also asked the group to
pass on the message to other parents; particularly those who they knew would be interested
in, or had experience with, fundraising and be able to make a contribution to this group. The
group is to be called ‘Friends of Bramley’.

In  general  the  school  is  looking  for  a  dedicated  group  of  parents  to  be  involved  in
fundraising, led by Mrs Abbott, but this also did not exclude parents who could not make a
‘full  time’ commitment  to this,  but  would be able  to help on an ‘as and when’ basis,  or
perhaps with a particular event, or with a particular skill.

The Chair told the group that a date for the Christmas Fayre had already been agreed by the
school, and will be held on the 2nd December 2016. The Chair gave an indication of some of
the ideas that the school already had with regards to the fayre, but said that much more would
be discussed at the fundraising meeting.



A parent asked if the school would like some Alpacas for the Christmas Fayre day, which was
a very interesting and exciting prospect. Another parent said that they had already approached
local businesses etc, there were some, such as Thorntons and Treasure Island which would be
willing to donate prizes etc but they required a letter from the school on letterhead, requesting
the donation and other details related to the fundraising.

The Chair listed other events that the fundraising group would possibly be organising (as they
had been run at some point in the past) such as halloween disco, valentine disco, summer
disco, tuck shop, bingo, paint a pot and much more.

It is likely that the fundraising committee would, together with the school, agree a 12 month
list  of events that they would like to arrange,  and move forwards from there in terms of
planning.

The Chair shared with the group, the agreement as to how the initial funds are planning to be
spent, but indicated that more detail on this would most likely be given at the fundraising
meeting. The first funds had been allocated, however funds raised over and above the initial
amount will be allocated based on a joint decision between the school and the fundraising
committee. The allocation of the initial funds included the purchasing of ‘dotcom journals’
and playground equipment.

Action from school:

1.Could the school please draft a standard letter on letterhead that could be used by members
of the fundraising group wishing to secure donations?

School Comments: We are looking to use funds raised for playground equipment
for both the infant and junior playgrounds. We would also like to purchase for
every child  a  dot  com journal  which gives  children  and parents  support  and
advice around bullying.  Any help even just volunteering to assist with events is
much appreciated. Without parental help, we are unable to provide school discos
etc. which the children thoroughly enjoy. Thank you to those who helped with
the Halloween disco.  Friends of Bramley Grange have been asked to draft a
letter and e-mail to school with a list of businesses they wish to contact and
letters can then be posted.

2.2 Website

The school had asked that the group give any comments or suggestions on the following with
regard to the website:

-What would persons accessing the website like to see on the website?
-What would be helpful for them to be able to access to enable them to be better informed
about the school and children’s learning?

A parent indicated that it would be useful if, on the home page a quick summary of upcoming
events and important dates,  for example,  anything coming up in November,  was the first



thing you saw when accessing the website.  It  was acknowledged that this  information is
available on the website but would be more useful, if you could see it quicker rather than to
have to search for it.

Another suggestion was also for the website to give advice on what was the most suitable
means of contacting the Head Teacher.

Due to time constraints we were unable to discuss this item at length but the group was
encouraged to put their suggestions forward to the school at a time after the meeting.

School Comments:  The head teacher’s contact details are on bottom of the
home page of the website. For clarification the head teacher can be contacted
via  telephone:  01709  543664  or  e-mail:    bramley-
grange.primary@rotherham.gov.uk. ‘Upcoming events’ on the home page has been
moved to the top of the page.

3.FEEDBACK ON ITEMS SUBMITTED BY PARENTS/CARERS

3.1 Policy Regarding Earrings Worn During Physical Education Classes

The Chair explained to the group that the school had received a query from a parent for this
meeting, asking why it was necessary for pupils to remove earrings for PE lessons.

The Chair said that the reason was that the school wanted to avoid a pupil being injured
during PE as a result of the pupils earrings. Certain equipment is used in PE on which the
earrings could easily be caught and hurt the child, as well as, the earring could pierce the
child (if it was a stud) if the child fell or bumped into anyone.

The school follows BAALPE guidelines (British Association of Advisors and Lecturers in
Physical Education).

The Chair explained the schools policy in terms of safekeeping of the earrings during PE. The
earrings  are  the  responsibility  of  the  pupil,  however  the  pupils  who  needed  to  remove
earrings for PE were provided with an envelope to put the earrings in, and were told to put
them in their lockers. Due to the small nature of earrings there were obviously instances were
earrings were lost as a result of being taken out, and therefore it was at the discretion of the
pupil and their parent as to whether earring would be worn to school on a day when the pupil
was required to have  a PE lesson.

The group supported the view that earrings posed an additional risk of injury during PE. A
parent commented that a possible solution to certain parents being unhappy with their child
having to remove earrings for PE was for the parent to sign a disclaimer, but without the
group being familiar on the BAALPE policy the group acknowledged that this might not be a
permissible option. The general opinion was that, a rule was a rule, and should be upheld,
particularly where a child’s physical wellbeing was being looked after.
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School  Comments:  Due  to  BAALPE  guidelines  and  health  and  safety
requirements, earrings must be removed for PE.

3.2 School Dinners – Portion Size

The Chair  explained that a parent had expressed concern that the portion sizes of school
dinners was too small, with only 2 small triangles of a sandwich being given to pupils who
requested sandwiches for their school dinner and this was insufficient.

The Chair  said that,  after  having met  with the Head Teacher  to  discuss the item, it  was
ascertained that this was already an item that the school was aware of and had meetings
scheduled with the caterers to discuss this, among other things. However within 2 days of this
meeting, the school had already acted on this and as of Wednesday 12 th, pupils would be
receiving 4 triangles instead of 2. The group appreciated this and noted that this was now a
full sandwich, which would hopefully be sufficient for children.

The Chair further went on to say that pupils have always had the option (and are encouraged
to) take more than just the sandwiches and are allowed to have, for example, wedges (or
whatever is offered on that particular days menu), and are further encouraged to take from the
salad bar. Should a lunch assistant notice a child leaving with just a sandwich they will offer
them the additional options. It is also possible for parents to supplement the school dinners
with a pack lunch, so children can access the school dinner and the pack lunch, but it is noted
that this is not always feasible for a parent or a child, with younger children in particular
being confused with this set up.

The Chair also said that school advises parents that are concerned about their child’s school
dinners or what they are eating at school, or if their child feels hungry at school, to please
speak  to  their  class  teacher  and  particular  attention  can  be  paid  to  that  child,  or  any
observations reported back to that parent.

Ideas put forward by the group included:
1.Noting that the recent BBQ day by the caterers seemed to have sparked some interest in
school  dinners  with  the  children,  perhaps  the  exploration  of  different  countries  foods  –
international food days - might be of interest to the children and also give the caterers some
ideas of different flavours the children might enjoy
2.A parent noted that the band system seemed to work well

School Comments:  We are currently working with ABM catering who provide
our  school  meals  to  improve  portion  sizes  and  menu  choice.  Sandwich  wise,
children now have a choice of a bread sandwich; half a baguette or wraps and
can have salad bar, vegetables, potatoes with them. We have been working with
the older children to design menus and to discuss the food choices. ABM hopes
to  incorporate  some  of  these  ideas  into  their  menu  whilst  meeting  school
nutritional guidelines at the same time. It may be worth inviting ABM to talk to
parents at an upcoming forum about school meals. This can be arranged.
A  number  of  events  have  been  planned  during  the  year  matched  to  the



curriculum – watch out for the theme days!

3.3 F2’s Playing on the ‘Big Yard’

The Chair explained that a parent was concerned that the ‘Big Yard’ was very intimidating
and hard for the F2’s to play in due to their being no props for them to play with and develop
their imagination, as well as, them being so young.

After gaining an understanding of ‘who played where’ from her discussion with the Head
Teacher,  the  Chair  was  able  to  pass  on  this  information  to  the  group  and  said  that  her
understanding of it was that:

The F2’s had full access to the infant yard that contained all the props and toys, during class
time. The F2 classroom opened onto the infant yard, obviously how often they accessed it
depended mostly on the weather and structure of the day, but they did access this yard.

However, during break time (10:30 – 10:45), and during lunch break (after lunch had been
eaten in the dinner hall), the F2’s did play on the ‘Big Yard’. The playing yards are split into 2
area’s, each being staffed with 3 teachers (which, the Head Teacher advised, was above that
which was required by regulation). The F2’s, Y1 and Y2 played on the yard,  nearest  the
schools  reception  area,  and  the  Y3-Y6’s  played  on the  yard  by the  exercise  equipment.
During the lunch time play, one of the teachers supervises at least 2 structured activities, such
as a group doing hula hoops or playing with bats and balls. Knowing the children, teachers do
keep an eye out for children who may be upset or left out and encourage their participation in
these activities.

A parent commented that the concern was also that the younger children were being hurt, not
necessarily on purpose, but just as a result of being knocked down, due to there being older
children running around, who might knock them over. This was of real concern to parents.

The Chair advised that this was a matter that needed to be addressed with the class teacher,
and in this way the correct course of action could be taken in isolated and specific instances.
If any parents of F2’s were unhappy with their child playing on the ‘Big Yard’ it would need
to be addressed with the class teacher in the first instance.

School Comments: Foundation outdoor area is accessed all of the time as part
of the children’s learning. The playground is accessed by the reception, year one
and year two children at playtimes and lunchtime. At playtime this is supervised
by   three teachers and at lunchtime at least three teaching assistants who
know the children very well often working alongside them in class. All staff in
school are first aid trained and the behaviour policy applies at both lunchtime
and  playtime.  At  lunchtime  on  the  playground  there  are  activities  that  the
children can choose to join in such as skipping, hula hoops, bats and balls as well
as free play. These are again closely supervised. We would like to expand the
activities to give children a good range which is what the Friends of Bramley
Grange  are  fundraising  for.  If  there  are  individual  issues  around  playtimes
please do speak to your child’s class teacher.



3.4 Upcoming Events

The  Chair  unfortunately ran  out  of  time  to  mention  any upcoming  events,  however  this
information is available on the school calendar issued to all pupils and available in the school
reception, as well as, on the website.

4. IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS

As this was the first meeting, the Chair asked if there was anything additional that parents
would  like  to  discuss,  that  was not  submitted  in  advance  of  the  meeting.  The following
comments were made:

4.1 Sports Day

A parent noted, that it was a shame that sports days were frequently cancelled due to bad
weather, it was noted that, due to sports days being so late in the academic year it was not
possible  to  rearrange  these  events  for  another  day.  The  group  recognised  that  this  was
completely dependent on the weather which was completely beyond the control of the school,
but did offer some ideas, which may or may not have already been explored by the school.
These ideas included:

1.The Hall could be used for a couple of sporting activities, perhaps a ‘downscaled’ version
of the sports day should the weather be bad on the day scheduled for sports. Another parent
advised that this would pose a Health and Safety risk and this was probably the reason the
school did not offer this.
2.Another activity, such as a ‘come and do session’ could be arranged as a backup, so that, at
least parents, particularly those who had taken time off work to come to the sports day, could
still spend time with their child in school, and it could still be a valuable experience for both
parent and child.
3.Sports day could take place earlier on in the year, perhaps in June, to accommodate the day
having to be postponed due to bad weather. The group did acknowledge that this might clash
with the overall schedule of the school.
4.Perhaps a general time of year could be given, and then, sports day could be confirmed
closer to the time, which still posed the risk of bad weather, but perhaps gave more chance of
the weather being good, as it would be decided closer to the time. The group acknowledged
that this would still be a problem for parents wanting to take time off work to attend as it was
unlikely that they would be able to give short notice for time off work.

School Comments:  It  is  always  disappointing  when  sports  day has  to  be
cancelled due to the weather.  We have previously explored various other
options. The hall is not big enough to accommodate all children and parents
safely.  We have also looked at doing Sports day earlier in the year, however
in the autumn the same problem with the weather would arise, in the spring
due to other events in school it would be difficult to accommodate. ‘Come and
Do’ sessions take a lot of planning and preparation, but could be considered in
future years as a backup.



 
4.2 Text and Email Messages

A parent noted a problem with receiving text and email messages from the school, they had
informed the school,  however the problem persisted. Other parents in the group noted the
same problem.

The only advice the Chair could offer was to ask parents experiencing this problem to report
the problem at the schools reception on an individual basis, and ask that the school look into
the problem.

School Comments: If you are experiencing difficulties with text messages and
e-mails please contact the school office and check school has the correct e-mail
address and mobile number. The school office will also be able to help with this
issue.

5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was not set at this meeting. The Chair said that the school was
first waiting to see how this meeting suited parents and based on the attendance, the next
meeting date would be determined. It was a possibility that the next meeting date would be
on a different day of the week and possibly at a different time to accommodate parents who
would be unable to attend a Friday 9am meeting due to a regular commitment at that time.

The date will be emailed to parents in due course, and advertised on the school website.

School Comments: Next Meeting Friday 25th November. Susan Winn – teacher
in  charge  of  HID/Educational  audiologist  will  be  in  attendance  to  share
information about SEND. Agenda items to be submitted to the school office by
18th November.

6. CLOSE

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and for their active participation in the meeting.

The meeting ended at 10:40am.

Signed by Chair ___________________________________

Date ___________________________________


